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Abstract:

Climate change is increasing the variability of rainfall, and thus the availability of water supplies in many
areas of the world. These impacts are already being felt in the state of Victoria, Australia where a 12 year
drought period was recently experienced. Restrictions to water use have been implemented, as one
component of a broad policy approach to manage the drought. While anecdotal evidence suggests that the
substitution of centralised water supplies is occurring, this has not been proven empirically. This paper
reports results from a survey of households in Victoria regarding their use of alternative water sources. The
study found that substitution is occurring. Garden watering is the purpose which has the highest rate of
alternative water source use. In total 41.6% of respondents always, and 33.2% sometimes use an
alternative water source for garden watering. The most commonly used alternative source of water for
garden watering is water previously used in the laundry (30.7%). The alternative source of water used was
found to vary depending on the purpose of the water use. High levels of satisfaction were found for all
alternative water sources used. Several barriers were found to the use of alternative water sources, the
main of which were: inflexibility of existing infrastructure, cost, policy, and housing status. The results have
implications for water retailers, policy makers and governments in locations facing water shortage.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.2011.06.007   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Public

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Security, Precipitation
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Extreme Weather Event: Drought

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Australasia

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Health Outcome Unspecified

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Policy/Opinion, Research Article

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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